that e wan 16 » ver
hinking that it was ns well

1 for emergencies, 1 told P
nd woke up Hurry,
linve was eapable of sleoping
the crack of doom,
first. but presently the ex.
citement of the position came home to him,
and he bocame quite anxious to soe hin mnjes.
ot my rifle hand
‘estley Richards falling
slock, which is a very useful gin for s youth
being light and yet a good killing ritle, anc
then we waited,

"' For a long time nothin
boagan to think that the
conld do would be to go to sleep ngnin, whe
suddenly 1 heard n sound more like n cough
than a roar within sbout twenty yards of the
Wa all looked out,
nothing ; and_then followed another period
of suspense. 1t was very trying to the nerve
this waiting for an attack that wight be
veloped from any quarter, or might not be
developed at all; and though 1 was an old
1 at this sort of business, I was anxions
for it is wonderful how tl
nybody to whom one is at.
in ‘moments of
I know

1 eonld

of & year earn a sl
value of experfence.

** And he went just in time
minute I should
waw his face no more,
* Well, I sot to :ork on the old olaim with

m_‘ AL
help me, which, seeing
wealth into it

that I sonld do,
gt e And wo worked,

but never a hit of

ght more than §2,000 in

| PhreeLions

ty face to face.
ave Harry his-—-a

dogen Kafirs to
ad put nearly

waé wont at it—
Wwo 8o ; no, not
enough to make a senrf
o American gentleman had
all and left us the swoepings.

OBT of yon will have
heard of Allan Quater.
main, who was one of
the party that discov-
erad King Bolomon's
mines some little time
ngo, and who after-
wards came to live
in England near his

e and food for the

Kafirs and ourselves,
T meal was somotimes as h
you will nnderstand that it ¢:
b our banking socount.
¢ crisis oame,
} L S

of mealie menl af or
them to fill themselves with, and then I went
with my boy Harry and sat on the ed
f the great hole that we hnd dog in t
hill.side, and which we had
moockery named
sat in the moonl
over the edge of
choly enough for anything,
purse and emptied its contents
to my band, There was a half sovercign,
two florins, nine pence in gilver,no oo -
ey utnt‘h “‘{ﬁm th‘al.
one of the "
make living so dear there—in all -
fourteen and ninepence.
Harry my boy !" Ieaid, ‘that ia
the sum total of our worldly wealth; that hole
has swallowed all the rest.’'

*** By George
father, you an
out to work with th

Curtin, He has gone
/I back to the wilderness
ns these old
hunters almost invari.
g ably do, on one pre-
text or another. They
\'|eannot endure civiliz-
ation for very long. its
noise and racket and the omuipresence of
broad.clothed humanity proving more trying
to their nervesthan the dangers of the desert,
1 think that they feel lonely here, for it is a
fact that is too little understood, thongh it
has often been stated, that there is no lone.

liness like the loneliness of orowds, especi-
to those who are unacenstomed to them,
** What is thero in the world,” old Quater-
main wonld say, ** so desolate as to stand in
the streets of & great city and listen to the
footsteps falling, fal
the rain, and wateh the w

nnnerves A man
danger, and that made me parvous.
nlthongh it was now ohill
foel the perspiration running down my nose,
and in order to relieye the steain on my at-
tontion, emploved myself
beetle which appeared to be attracted by (b
firelight, and was sitting before it thon
fully rubbing his antennm against cach of
vo such n jun
ng into the tir
wave jumps, I omenn, ang
no wonder, for from right andoer the sker
foneo there eame n most frightful
roar that liternlly made the Scoteh eart shake
and shinke and took the breath ont of me,
*Harry made an  exclamation, JiwJim
howled outright, while the
were terrifiod almost out of their hides, shiv.
ed and lowed piteously,
* The night was almost entirely dark now,
for the moon had  quite set and  the clow
had etvered up the stars, so that the onl
light that we had ecame from the fire, which
by this tirne was burning u

ht with our feet hanging
o olaim, and were me

and & did we all

THE TERRIDLE FIGHT OF THE TWO.

morning to bathe, and that delightful bath is
among the most pleasant of my
iniscences, as it isalso for ressons that will
presently appear among the wost painful,
It was s lovel
wal there to the
which the two Kafira were busily employed
in cooking some impala wteaks off
which Harry, to his grea® joy, had shot that
moruing, and were asn perfectly contented
th ourselves and the world
cople ocould posaib
enutiful, it would require somebody with
more words on the tip of their tongne than 1
have to properly describe
enty of those moonlit wilds,
forever, away to the mysterious unorth,
rolled the great bush odean over which the
gilenes brooded. Thore beneath us, n mile or
more to the fight, ran the wide Oliphant and
mirror.like finshed baek th
verspears were shivered on its breast and then
tossod in twisted
wide about the monntains and the
Down upon the river banks grew great tim.
ber trees that, through the stillness, pointed
solemnly to hesven, and the beauty of the
ht lay npon them like s clond.
e was  silence—silence in the starred
depths, silence on the fair bosom of the

ohance of being * handspiked ' before the
night was over,

I yon wanot to know what it was, Mr.
Tom.' I went on with politest air, although
et underneath--for I

polite to a man who
a handspike--*
ht difference of
2 flmy viow of the matter upon

Yes, Mr. Tom,' put in Harry, beginning
for Harry was n smart boy,
enlty we were in, ‘ that was
oed because father beat me.'

Y Well, now, did yer, m
yor? Well, all I can say is t
old claim is a wonderful queer sort of place
ify st 10 o'clock of
night, and what's more, my sweet youth, if
ifyving of yer'—and

Harr
shall have to_let ourselves
e Kafirs and live on mealie
pap,’ and he sniggered at his unpleasant little
Iin' joking, for it is

tely ruined in th

ony from the nu

it alwaya best to of the fire, at

multitudinous as
hite line of faces as
ast, yon know not whenoce,
They come and go, t
eyes meet yours with a cold stare, for a mo.
ment their features are written on your mind,
and then they are gone for ever.
never see them again, they will never see yon
i come npout of the inknown, and
oy onoe more vanish into the nn.
nown, taking their
Yeu, that is loneliness pure and undefiled ;
but to one who knows and loves it, the wil.
derness i8 not lonely, becanse the spirit of
nature is ever there to
company, He finds companions in the winds
streams babble like Nature's
#feet ; high above him, in the
purple sunset, nre domes and minarets and
minces, such as no mortal man hath bailt,

** But I was in no

rrg &f::gmple.

oess, aspecially if you |
ng, and consequoentl
ht-heartedness.

* ' Ba quiet, boy I' I said, raising my hand
uff, with the result
that the half soversign slipped out of it and
to the gulf below,

'Oh, bother,' said I, ‘it's gone.'

" “There, Dml," sai
comos of letting your angry passi
now we are down to four and nine.’

"I made no answer to these words of wis.
dom, but scambled down the deep sides of
the claim followed b,

but the moonlight is an uncertain thing to
look for half smovereigus by, and
some looss soil about, for the Knfirs had
knocked off workin
couple of bours before,
raked away the clods of earth with it, in
of finding the ooin; but all
nst in aheer annoyance I struck the
end of the pickaxe down into the soil,
was of 8 very hard nature. To my as-
ht up to the heft.

‘this ground must

lows to shoot b

at large as two
The night was

resented Harr
dear boy, did the ohastened mnj-
a8 thongh to give

should 'ave the ar
he leered nnpleasant]
‘oller in quite such a=jolly sort o' way.
be saying good.night, for
disturhing of fa

d Harry, ‘that's what

keep the wanderer e moon, whose sil.

lines of light f

. to_hunt for m .
and we hunted, 3 Good-night to yer, 'unter Quater-
main—good-night to yer, my ar,
'om turned awn
rowled off elsewhere,
to see what he eould thieve or kill.
goodness ! ' L enid, as 1 slipped
* Now then, do yon
see if that consummate

he sun sesm one ;' and Mr.
in the wild gamo | .
grounds in great armies, with the springho
thrown out hefore for skirmishersr
ok upon rauk of long-faced
marching and wheeling
Inst, the shining troops of quagga and the
vilderbeeste to take the
host that hangs upon sn

off the Inmp of
get up, Harry, nn i
villain hne gone.' Harry did so, and re
that he had vanished towards Pilgrims
and then we set to work, and very carefully,
but trembling with excitoment,
hands hollowed out all the space of ground
inte which I had struck s
hoped, therse was n  regular

thoughts might rise
snd for a spaee he might lose his |
nosd in the sense that he partook of the pure
immensity ahout him.
ssem to see the spirit of the heavens, girdled
wesing down in the dend
hit hnd covered

ike infantry, and

ficree.oyed shagg ! OSe T Fhia et
tonishment it sunk in r
***Why, Harry,' I
have been disturbed
‘1 don't think

shovel out the soil with
resantly, * it'sonly some old stoyes ; the
between thenel” look!’

round with stars,
quist to look, now
up ber sins, upon the sleep
lost bride, the earth. Almost might he hear
the eohoes of nngelic voices, as the spirits
poised on bent and rushin
onward from universe to un
tinguish the white fingers of the wind play-
i thie tresses of the trecs.

*Oh, no," he wonld say, "' the wilderness
is not lonely, for, my boy. remember that the so, father,! he answered,
further you get from wwan the nearer you
|_from the aize of a hazel.-not to that of a hen’s
egg, though of course the first one was much
How they all came there

ordinary freaks, with stories of which, at any
nted with alluvial gold-
e familiar, It tnrmed out after.
wards that the American who sold me the
ad in the samo way made his pile—a
much larger one th
of a gingle pocket, and then worked
months without seeing color, after which he

'* At any mate, there the n
the value, as it turned out
abont £1,250, so that after all
that hole £450 more than I put into it.
them all ont and
dkerchief, and then {

h treasure, especially
ispike Tom was on the

diflagreeable as it was,

that might well
m sure that anybody will easily
understand who has watched the sun rise
und set on the limitless deserted plains, and
soen the thunder chariots of the elounds roll
in majesty across the depths of unfathomable

Bky.

t\'nll. at any rate, he went back again, and
now for many months I have heard nothin
nt all of him, and to be frank, I

will ever hear of
e wilderness, that has for so many
years been a mother to him, will now also
prove bis grave and the grave of those who
sccompanied him, for the quest upon which he
is a wild one, indeed.

erso ; and dis
D Dt b Sl b oo of Ahe o

o began ull at one of the stones.
s . 5 k | what was that 7"

* From far away down by the river there
comes s mighty rolling sound, then another,
t ie the lion seekin

**1 saw Harry shiver and turo a
He was u plncky boy enough, but the roar of
n lion for the first time in the solemn bush
\mldlt alt night is apt to shake the nerves of

* I said; * they are hnntin
ere ; but I don't thin
oursell uneasy.
hts now, snd if the

y us a visit I should thin

nve done so befors this
However, we will make up th
Pharaoh, do yon
some more wood |
tho cats will be purring round you

“* Pharaoh, a
had been working for me at
stroteh himself,
and then calling to Jim-Jim to brine the
axe and a reim, started off in the moon.
light towards a clump of sugar-bush where
fuel from some dead trees,
was a fine fellow in his way, was Pharnoh,
and I thing that he had been named Pharsoh
becanss he had an Egyptian cast of counte-
nance and a royal sort o

down by the river
ot need make
nnd they have started
But while he was in England
years or 30 between his return from the
ul discovery of the wise king's buried
trensures and the death of his only son, I asw
a groat deal of old Allan Quatermain.
kpnown him years before in Africa, and after
he came home, whenever I had_ nothing bet.
ter to do, I used to run u
with him, and in this way I at one time
ther heard many of the incidents of
his past life, and most curions some of them

were going to

re we go to sleep,
—a neceasity wh
was wonderfully sweetened by the
of that handkerohief full of vi
which represented the interest

e night wore away, for with the
fear of Handspike Tom befors
not dare to go to sleep, and at 1
down the sombre ways of
ot up and watched its perfect
it opened like a vast celestinl
sky, and the sun.

w(h ?b il
to Yorkshire and lashed her ta

No man can pass sll those
the rough existence of an ¢
without meeting with many strange adven-
tnres, and one way and another old
main has certainly seen his share.
that I nm going to tell you in the fol
£ pages is one of the later of thess ad.
ventures: though I forget the exact year
i At nny rate I know that

ears following
phant hunter

wer upon the eastern
beams began to spring in splendor from
mountain-top to mountain-top, d
id 8o it flashed u
complete convietion that I

fore, that I had had enough of gold-mini
to last me the rest of my uatural life, and
then and there made up m

buffalo towards Delagoa Bay.
ick and shovel, and, although it
. woke up Harry and
set to work tosee if there were any more
As I expected, there was
What we had got had lain together 1n
8 little pocket filled with soil that felt quite
different from the stiff stuff round and out-
gide the pocket. There was not another trace
Of course, it is possible that there
ls somewhers about, but
my mind that,
not ; and, a3 a

swagger about bim.
waus a somewhat peculiar
the uncertainty of his temper,
1 very few people could
f he conld get it he would

which it happenad.
it was the only one of his trips u
he took his won Harry (who is

about fourtcen.,
which T will repeat, a8 nearly ns 1 can,
in the words in which Hunter Quatermain
told it to me one night in the old oak-panelled
f his house in Yorkshire,

about gold-mining.

" Gold-mining!" he broke in: *‘ah, yes, I
once went gold-mining ot Pilgrim's Rest in
the Transvaal, and it was before that that we
hiad business about Jim-Jim and the lions,
Do you know it? Whell, it is, or was, one_of
the queerest little places yon ever saw. The
town itself was pitched in a stony vdluy.wlih

a4 acontre to the

mind to clear lioness glaring rount

or the story, | ‘' I TOOK IT CUBIOUSLY AND HELD IT UF TO THE Theso were his bad poin
ones were that, like most people o
blood, he became exceedingly sttached to
one if he took to you at all; b
working and intelligent man, and abont as
dare-devil and plucky a fellow at a pinchas 1

have ever had to

1 say, Dad,' he said presently, alm
& whisper, * it's precious
hg;um‘hm«;li ““( me n round, rolwni
about the size of a very large apple, w
in both his m.l’.. 1
curiously and held it up to the
The moonlight fell upon it{

surface
looked curious little thrills of excitement be.
gan to pass through me. But I could not be
su

re,
*** Give me your knife, H
*He did so: and restin

on my knee I scratched

heavens, it was soft !

nuggets about.

He was about
years of age or so, but not »
I believe that he
got into trouble in some way in Bwaziland,
and the anthorities of his tribe would not
allow him to assume the ring, and that is
why he came to work at the

were more poe
all T have to sa

matter of fact, I bave since heard that that
°I'im1 h.uitbean the rui

iple, as ve
w“‘vﬂmy '1

middls of auch scenery as one does not often
ot the chance of seeing.
# the time that I have thrown down my pic
ust, clambered out o
claim, and walked a couple of miles or so to
the top of some hill. "Then I would lie down
in the grass and look out over the
stretch of country—the smiling val
great inountains tonched with gold—real gold
of tho snnset, and olothed in sweepin
of bual, and stare into the depths of t
fect sky wnbove;
I had got away from the cursing and

h Kafir, or Knobnose
ht of subsequent events
very well of him, 1
an idle and careless young r 1
that yery morning I had to tell Pharaoh to
give him s beating for letting the oxen stray,
which he did with the greatest
he was by way of being very fo
Indeed, I saw him consolin
afterwards with a pinch of snu )
own ear-box, whilet e explained to Lhim that
the next time it came in the wa !
flog him, he meant to thrash him with the
other hand, so as to cross the old cuts and
pattern ' on his back,
oy went, though Jim-Jim did
the camp st that hour,
ht was &0 bright, ane
safely enough with a
I laughed at Jim-Jim

ita surface., Great B Of v o St the skerm fence at a

** Another second and the secret was out,
wo had found a great n
nds of it or more.
its gold, or I'm a Dutohman.’

head glared down at

said presently, 'I am goin
k towards Delagoa to shoo
you with me or send

[ this wee
buffalo. Bball I take
own to Durban ?
Oh, take me with you, father,' begged
Harry, ' I want to kill a buffal

** * And supposing

t of pure gold,
‘s gold, lad,' I

0.
that the buffalo kills you

*** Oh, never mind,’ he said gayly, * there
are lots more where I came from,’

1 rebuked him for his fi
the end I consented to take him

he long gleaming yel-
low aorateh that I had made upon the virgin
then burst out into yell upon yell
ing sway across
eks of somebody

_you want every

of exultation, that went ri
the gilent claims like the
being murdered.

““He guiet,' I said, ‘do
o fiald after you ?

** Bearcely were the words out of my mouth
when I heard a steal
I promptly put
and sat on it, and unoommonl
a8 I did so I saw o lean, dark face
o of the claim and a pair of
I knew the face.
bad character kn
dspike Tom, who had, I understood,
Dismond Fields be-
he had murdered his mate with a hand-

He was now, no doubt, prowling

bhymsna to see w!

im:.annr. but in

ax they toiled in the sun, the memory of
which is with me yet, Well, for some months

ag patiently at my claim till tho very
sight of n pick or of a washin
hateful to me,

not at all like leavin,
even when the moo
in due course return
great bundle of wood. J
and saked him if he bad seen anything.
he said yes, he had ; he had seen two large,
eyes staring st him from behind w
heard something snore.

** As, however, on further investigation the
yellow eyes and the snore appeared |
existed only in Jim.Jim's Hvely imagination,
I was not greatly distnrbed by this
report; but, baving seen to the making up o
the fire, got into the akerm and went quietly

I woke up with a
I don't kmow what woke me.
ne down, or at least was almost
hidden behind the soft horizon of bush
her red rim being visible.
sprung up and was driving long burrying lines
of cloud across the starry sky, and altogether
e had come over the mood of
the look of the sky I judged
e about two hours from

Bomething over a fortnight had passed
gince the night when I lost half a sover-
eign and found twelve hundred and fifty
pounds in looking for it, aud instead of that
horrid hole, for whiah, after all, Eldorado
was scarcely a misnomer, a ve

trough became
mos n day I la-
own folly in having invested
was about all that I was worth st
the time, in this gold-mining,
other Wéttér people before me, I had b
bitten by the gold
the consequences,

footstep approsch- than an hour off,

searching us ont.

) ' against hope that our
to o man of ve

have baen mercifully delivered from tk
At length the faint light ean
stenling like n ghost

and pow had to
ad bought a oluim out
of which & man had made s fortune—£5,000
or £6,000 st lenst—as I thought, very cheap ;

been so named
We were camped—Harry and I,
, & Bootoh onrt and six oxan—on
the swelling side of s great wave of bush.clad
land. Just where we
however, the bush was ver
grew about in clumps, while
1o flat-topped mimosa trees, To our
had cut » deep

oxen's horns,
faces we got up and set to the task of disen.
tangling the oxen till

about like s human
“*Is that you, 'unter Quatermain?' he
'u,

'I' Yes, it's I, Mr. Tom,' I answered po-

tely.

= "And what might all that there yelling
be?' lLe ssked,
ing of the evening sir and -
stars, when I *ears 'owl after 'owl.

L Well, Mr. Tom,' I answered, ‘that is
not to be wondered nt, secing that like your.
solf they are noeturnal birds,’

* 10wl after 'owl!' he repeated sternly
taking no notice of my' interpretation, *
*“That's murder” and

had made by a rough year's
hant-hunting beyond the Zambesi, and [

and prophetically when | saw
ul friend, who was a Y
sweep up the roll of Standard Bank notes
with the lordly air of the man who made his
fortune, and oram them into his brecches
‘*Well,' 1 said to him—the hap)
vendor—' it is s magnificent
only hope that my Inok will

ere and there
with Jim-Jim.
o atream, which
channel for itaelf in the bosom of the sl
cally on between banks green
with maidenhair, wild ssparsgus and many
wd-rock here was
red granite, and in the course of centuries
of patient washing the water had hollowed

e as good as beautiful grasses,
Ho smiled ; to my excited
ner‘\;en it seemuod that ilm smilad ‘:nnn‘lmu;‘ly.
S BDAWENGE M6 i 6 Pocuvsr, '.un 0 " The oxen, which were as usual tied to the
drawl; |1 guoss, stranger, aa [ ain't the disselboom of the Scotch oart. wers
restleas—they kept snufing and blowing and
lying down again, 8o I at onee
they must wind something. |
it was that they
yards of usalion
{ quite loud snough
sart come into my mouth.
on the other side of
I saw him raise his

path into great troughs and eups. and these
we used for bathing places. No
with her baths o
could have had a more delicious spot to lave
herself than we had within fifty
skerm or rough ineclosure of m

to protect us

m
with his food, more especial when there | I stops and says, Ty or Alabaster,
oing of the rounds ; and as
11, she's Leen a good
nigger to me; but between you and me,
man to man, now that
thy luere hetween us to
feathers of the truth, I guess
she's ubout worked out !’

‘I gasped ; the fellow's effirontery took
Only five minutes be-
fore he had beon swearing by all his gods—
numerons and
ere wore half o dozen fortunes
¢ claim, and that he was only givi

downright weary

aln’t no more most expsperatin
e gl X Presently I knew what
winded, for within fift

roared, not very loud,

ether round the cart
attacks of lions,
There wore several of these about, as I know
from their spoor, though we had neither
heard nor seen th
** It was & littls nook where the eddy of the
stream bad washed away a mass of soil,
on the edge of it there grew » most heau
old mimosa thorn.
smooth alab of
maidenhair an

ng water, whio
about ten feet wide b
tre. Here

Ktranger, speakin,
tl,;em‘ir nin‘.:.p any gone off 'is 'ead in
sud he smacked bis ips the cart, and benea

Inkoos,’ he whispered
m also jumped up, and

that you have just
d boldly, ' it isn't’—th
his black eyes altogether overcom.
aversion to the untruth
s once found out what it was that 1
n—and by the way
old being spoken of as a pleas-
mit I certainly do not recom-
body who values comfort to t
i should run & very

m ad‘h—ai arm he thorn was »
er ferns, that aloped
the clear.~t spark.
in a bowl of granite
five foot d in the
slab we wen

Fouund It Excollsat,
osarn, RIKER & How:

bottles of Bansaramiiia, O,
lioty

80 vexed, stranger, went on
rhaps there is sgome shine
i ALY way you are & down.-

UMNBIND, 268 West 131s8 ot., Olty,

great

be pre-

to

n

nnd
lmt w

» brightly agal
# absolutely nso.
L it i so uncertain, und begidas
nt a very little way into the
darkness, sithongh if one is in the dark on
mide one can see it from so far away,

** Proseutly, the oxen,
for s woment, suddonly winded the Hon aud
didd what 1 feared they would —begun to
*akrek,' that is, to try and break looss from
the troktow to which they were tied, and
rush off wadly into the wilderness. Lions
know of this habit on the part of oxen, which
ure, Tdo believe, the most foolish aninma
under the sun,  sheep being s very Solomon
compared to them ; and it is by no means un-
common for a lion to get in auch a position
that a herd or span of oxen may wind bhim,
skrek, break their roims, and rush off into
Of conrse, onee they are thers,
they aro helplessin the dark ; and then the
Hom chooses the one that he
eats him at his leisure,

* Well, round aod round went onr six
oxen, nearly traplin
mad rush; indeed, ha
bled out of the way, we shonld have been
trampled to death, or st the least serionsly
As it was, Harry was run over, and
eaught by the troktow
was  hurled
right ncross the wkerm, landing by my sic
ouly somao paces off.

*“Bonp went the disselboom of the eart b
peath the transverse stradn i
it not broken the cart woul
it was, in another minute, oxen, cart, trek.
tow, reims, broken disselboom, and every.
thing were soon tied

after standing sti

L
us to death in the
we not huastily tum.

r, jn
dirk-

klog

ngled

frightened

pub
nfinite

Was no Il

Ho was

wl

'n

but conld e

-

e

11

t-
i

"

m

wor oxen, who

L
¥

s

t-
11

oves best and

r

ir

e

L
Had

have overset; s

in one vast heaving,
bellowing, and seemingly inex.

omont or two this state of affairs
took my attention off from the lion that had
esused it, but whilst T was wonderin
on enrth was to be done next, and what we
should do if the eattle broke loose into t
bush and were lost, for eattle frightened
in this manner will go right sway like
mad things, it was suddenly recalled in a very
painful fashion.

* For at that moment I porceived by the
light of the fire & kind of gleam of yellow
elling through the air towards us.

Th e lion! holloned Pharnoh,
and s he did so be, or she, for it wna a great,
wild no donbt with
middle of tho skerm
ere in the smoky gloom sug
1 seized my rifle
and fired it st her, but what betwesn tho con-
fusion and my agitation sand the um-orhin
nearly

what

{11

threw the whole scone
into strong relief, and a wild one it was,
can tell you—with th
twisted all round the cart in such a fashion
that their heads looked as tho
growing out of their rumps ar
soemed to protrade from their bneks ; th
smoking fire with just a blaze in the heart of
Jim-Jim in the 1
where the oxen had thrown him in their wile

sh, stretched out there in terror; and then,
icture, the great gaunt

with hungry yellow

and whining ss she made up
her mind what to do,

“* It did not take her long, howeve
the time that it takes s flash to die into
news, for, before 1 could fire again or do any-
thing, with s most fiendish snort she sprang
upon poor Jim.Jim, X
eard the unfortunste Iad shrick, and
then almost instantly 1 ]
into the air. The lioness had seized him by
the neck, and with a sudden jerk thrown h
body over her back so tl
down upon the further side, *

Then, without the slightest hesitation, and
apparently without any difficulty, she cleare
ngle bound, and bear-
ing poor Jim-Jim with her vanishod into the
darkness beyond, in the direction of the
bathing.place that I have alresdy  deseribed,
We jumped up, perfectl
and fear, and ru

ing mass of oxen
h they were
their horns
18

foreground

ut

thrown

his legs hung

d

mad with horror
v after her, firing
shots ut huphazard on the chance that sk
would be frightened by them into droppin
her prey, but nothing could wo wee,
4 lioness hwd

vanished into the darkness, taking Jim.Jim
with ber, and to attempt to follow her ti
daylight wns maduess, )
posie ourselves to the risk of a like fate.
** S0 with seared and heav
bnck to the skerm, and sat ¢
daylight,which now could not be much mora
It was absolutely usele
to try even to disentangle the oxen till then
5o nll that was left for us to do was to sit anc
wonder how it eame to pass that one shonld
1 the other left, and to hope
WO Rervant might

b

Lt

11

We should only ex-

¢ hearts we crept
own to wait for

16
i
Wy

such time as there
light enongh to enable us to fullo
the trail of the lionssa which had gone off
Aud here a fresl
awaited ns, for when at last wit
difficulty we had got the great helpless brutes
lowse, it was ouly to ind that one of the be
of them was very sick.
take about the way he stood with his legs
slightly spart and his head hauging
Heo had got the redwater, 1 was sure o

w

Il

st

down.
f it |
with
Afrio

hre

the
in the world,
e has absalutely no con-
stitution, snd never neglects an opportunit
of falling sick of some mysterious disease,
et thin upon the ali

from mers malic

¥

tesl provoca.
wnoss die «
'poverty ; ' whereas it is hin chief delight to
turn round and refuse to pull r
finds himeelf well in the centre of a river, or
in a mne
over
that
be 1s footsore; turn him loose to foed

*1have kpown & lloa cal
over a stone wall 4 feel b
mile away iatc the buak
isoned with sirychnine put into the car
oX, and § esil) Nave b claws — (KD iTON

of

whonever he

& iwo-year-old ox
this tashion, snd
He was subae-

t

ete in always son
The ox in & brute.
pioce with his ncoustomed hnm for the

swrabably -~ with redwater §
il wulked off with his herder.
notly what T shonld have ox
therefore neither disappoin
“Well, it was no use oryi
almiost. have liked to do, becanse if this
ox had redwater it was probable that the
rest of them had it too,
hand been mold to mo
ninst wicl discases an
Oue gets hardened to this
wort of thing in Bouth Afries in eourse of
#0 in no other conntry in
waste of animal life so

. It was of &

ust when a lion

all rebuke.
hunted all abon

.ddod.md'liwa‘u
nor surprised.
ng. ll'%nlhnnid

r we started on our way back
over the brow of &
80, Just as wa got over the ri
like a pointer dog, for there, o

d yards lnuimr left, h

and lung-wick,

, I saw a noble koodoo bull
o bt dililnﬂl.(’fﬂ s

kudu). Even at that
know my ayes are ve

time, for T su

i

when the light fall upon it, an.
my riflo and telli inted twitoh as
follow me (for we had to leave to
look after the oxen—Pharosh's lean kine I
calledd them), I started
eonld be found of or a
nofortunate Jim.Jim.
little oamp wan
and we conld not  hit

; but how ware
enlous to risk a shot
eat distanoe, and
veary ill for stal
to me that the onl
n detour of at 1
v on the other side of the koodoo,
arry to my side, and explained to him -

suddenly, without any delay,
suved us any further trouble
starting off down the hill |}
1 don't know what had
certainly we had not,

far so good
atit? Itw.llridi

the skerm wo saw a drop or two of blood.
About threo hundred yards from the eamp,
nnd n littlo to the right, wan a
bugh mixed up with the usnn
for thin T mnade, thinking that the lHoness
would have been sure to take her prey there
On we pushed throngh the
long grivws that was bent down beneath the
weight of the sonkin
we wore wet throug
wet ns though we  had waded throngh water,
In due conrse, however, reac

pateh of bush, and in the gray light of the
morning esutionsly and slowly pnshed our
It wns very dark under the trees
for the suan was not
walked with

leopard—n tiger ns we call it there— L.
d; at any rate, off it went, ran.
tly towards us, and I never mws

In two minutes
nup to the thighs, as

watching the beantiful animal's
ently it vanished bahind a pateh of
omerge & few seconds later about five
dred paces from us, on a stretoh of
tively level ground that was
ulders, On it went, ta
in itsa path in A mocession
that were beantiful to behold,

d to look round st H

every minute to come aoToss

bones of poor

oness oould we see, and

as for JimJim thore was not even s finger
oint of him to be found. Evidently they
wd not come here,

*'So pushing through the bush we procesd.
unt every other likely
with the same resunlt,

T smppose she must have taken him right
awny,' I said at last, sad
rate, he will bo dead
mercey on him
be done now ¥

Jim.-Jim. Bul no

r.

ou foolish boy !' I sjacnisted, 'mrely

you are ot going to '—an

wont the rifle went off,
““And then I think I saw what was,

the most wonderful things

remember in my hunting ex

koodloo was at the moment in the alr,

a pile of stones with its foro logs

All in an instant

etretohed themaalvesont in

ion, and it lit on th

. Down went the noble

down on to its head. For a moment it

v now, 8o God have
we oan't help him, What's to

»one that we had better wash our.
o pool, and then go
romething to eat.

R

cal, if & somewhat un-
At lenst it struck me as
Lo talk of washing when poor Jim-

CGireat Heavens!"
end

** As for Harry, he sald nothing, but
looked scared, as well b migh
'lml': ‘1 boy, might ha

did not lot my sentimen
we went down to the beauti
have deseribed, to wash,
reach it, which I did b

gtarted back with u yell, as well I might, for
from alwost bene
most swful snarl,
I had lit down almost upon the back of
the lioness, who bad been slecpin
slab where wo stood to dry ourselves after
bathing. With n sunrl and s growl, before 1
conld do anything, before I could even cook
ounded right across the
wol and vanished over the opposite
t wia ull done in an instant, as quick

**Bhe had been saleeping on the slab, and,
oh, horror! what wns that sleeping beside
her? It was the red remains of poor Jim-
Jim, lying on a pateh of blood-stained rock.
father, father!' ahrieked Harry
*look in the water.'

** [ looked, There, floating in the centre
tranguil pool, was Jim.Jim's
noss had bitten it right off,
and it had rolled down the sloping rock into

sorambling down

turned round and | which, mind you, was spri

inf over rocks t'(llila BO0 y
this  lad, taking =
merely allowing for elevation

had knocked the
dend as a door-nail. 'Well, I made no
the oceasion was too solemn for 5
the way to where .

tifnl g
quite wtill; snd there, high up, about .
way down his neck, was a neat round o
The bullet had severed the spinal marrow, 8
passing right tﬂmugh the vertebre and .

foet there came a

my rifle, she had

** 1t was already evening when, ha
as muoh of the eonul
from the bull, and tied a

oamp,. to find Pharaoh, who was
rather anxioun at our absencs, read
un with the pleasing intelli

intelligenoe could not dash
the fact of the matter

earts he set down the
Now, though the lad Uay o
‘Now, thoug

this of

* Poor JimJim! We buried what was left

of him, which waa not very much, in an old
bread-bag, and though whilst he hived his
virtues wore not grest, now that he was gone
wo could have wept over him.
Harry did weep ontright: while I registered
aquict little vow on my own account that [

would let daylight into that lioness before I
ours older, if by any means

o,
uried him, and there he lies
whore lions will not trouble him
there is an end of the book of Jim.Jim.
“The question thal
how to cironmyent his m
that she would be sure to return as soou as
she would be hungry again, but Idid not
know when she would be hungry. Bhe had
left 8o Iittle of Jim-Jim behind her thatI
should soarcely expect to see her the mnext
night, unless indeed she had cubs, Btill,
felt that it would not be wise to miss the
chance of her coming, so wo set about to
make preparations for her reception.
that we did was to strength.
of the skerm by dragging a large
quantity of the tops of thorn-trees together
on the other

&lﬁmithntwahldl d our
koodoo steaks (whi
bettar if the koodoo

it conld be don

noon Pharaoh told us the unfortunats
round and round

oress, I knew i‘“ stage of red

Now it had cometoa

was i b
Ly |
tree ns unp the w II :
is a sportsmanlike animal
very hungry, generally pref
though when once

come back to it again and again
" Then we m;:oglad our ex

paﬁul:.mu!ﬂl

thorn pointed outwards. This, after our
cxperience of the fute of Jim-Jim, seemed »
very necessary precaution, sinee if where one
sheep can jump another can follow, ad the
Katirs say, bow much more is this the case
where an animal so active and so vigorous as
the lion is concerned ! :
futher question, how were we to beguile the
lioness to return? Lions are
bhave u strange knack of appearin
are not wanted and keeping stud
the wuy when their
** Harry, who ns
nently aractical boy, s
that he should

I, though I 3
this lort“‘n! et

could scarcely kee
was just droppin

e litening i
lump of o
ling noisofhai'g:n‘::ﬁ tllte?l:m. o

thing was movi
en%h. but l}iﬁ‘moﬂ

Aud now came the

resence is requir

i ontaide the skerm
in the moonlight as & sort of beit, sssuring
him that he would have nothing
we should certainly kill the lioness before
*harnoh however, mthil ely

Indeed ho walked away, much put
out with Harry for having made it,

1t gave me un idea, however,
I waid, ‘there is that ox. He
must die sooner or later, so we may as well

“Now, abont thirty yards to the left of
onr skerin, if one stood facing down the hill
towards the river, was the stump of a tree
that had been destroyed by lightning many
rears before, standing equidistantly between,

ut & little in front of, two clumps of bush,
which were severally some ff

d loud -
‘1 woke up Harry M%:
* Where is she 7 where and began
puln:hhrtﬂe ahout in a h":hlon that wae

arous to us and the oxen tham f¢

: !' I whispered s
as I did so, with a low and hideous
flash of yellow light sped out
of bush, past the ox, and
clump upon the other side. The

and
oou;lu.i:tt.l
o m
ht, and I felt a brute for
animal

rror a8 he must undoubtedly be
oing. The lioness, for it was
unickly that we counld
sh her movements, m
Indeed st night it is absolu
less to attempt to ahoot unless the
very close and standin
then the light Is so
difficult to sse the foresight
will miss more often

gaid ; ' look out, but for heaven's
fire unless I tell you to.'

were the words out
when back she came and again

bim. o
carth is shedoing #* whispered
with it as & cat does s
o will kill it presently.’
4 ¢ lioness once more flashed
out of the bush. and this time sprang
over the doomed ox. It was an exciting

to see her clear him in the
as thongh it were o trick

Imghl..
1 beli that she has from &
nirmn.'whli:;:nd B.Ar:)’; 'Im o o

I.w.r' f':ffs 'nn‘l hing, bu

the performance, and small
itr.au.- At any rate, his testh

whe killed him.

s A

see it do so clearly
wis now very b

a little before

Pharnoh snd made
kuowing, poor brute, for what A
and we commenced our long vigil, this time i \
without u fire, for our object was to attract = b »

the lioness and not to seare her, m.*

* For hour after hour we waited, keepin : ’

ourselves uwake by pinchi k
is, by the way what & difference
i { pinches requisite to th
the mind of pineher and
no lioness cume,
waxed and the moon waned, and then at Iast
the moon went dowu,
lowed up the world,
swallow us up.

casion exisby in

darkuness swal-
but no lion came to
Woe waited till dawn, be.
cause wo did not daro to go to sleep, and
then at last we took such rest ns we oould

hrﬁhl. moonli
** That morning we went out shooting, not shie bad
becauss we wanted to, fur we were too d
pressed and tired, but because we had mo
For three lours
wandered about in a broiling sun looking for
something to kill, but with absolutely no re-
sults, For some unknown resson the game
had grown very scarce shout the spot, though
when I was there two yeéars

Then
ok that she must

ond landed rig!

strueck it a frightful blow
“ Down it went,

8he put down ber wicked- ooHu&

Tali
i having temporarily mi PO,
::llm:h:-:;\ w‘sluiu‘;omd yluoe on the

general rule a lion is
enongh if he is left alone,

e sl ume Avamsgns Borane Coven

[Oonttmued on Fourth Poge. ]



